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WHO AM I ?

Reading Champion
Publisher

Teacher

Ambassador 

WLF

Father of five

Campaigner



WHY IS LITERACY AND READING SO IMPORTANT
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RESEARCH

REASONS

PROBLEMS

ARTICLES

REPORTS

PROJECTS INITIATIVES

WHY 

KSA?



Problem: Low levels of reading, maths & science
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Student performance in reading is poor.
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Poor literacy leads to poor reading and inability to reach 
the 2030 vision of a knowledge based society. Problem 
starts at home with parents not reading to their children. 
2020 Results from English proficiency tests: EPI KSA 
ranked 97 out of 100 countries surveyed. 
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2020 Results from English proficiency tests: EPI
KSA ranked 97 out of 100 countries surveyed. 
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Poor literacy leads to poor reading and inability to 
reach the 2030 vision of a knowledge based society.
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IMPACT
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IMPACT ON 
USA SIMILAR 
TO KSA

Students who need interventions, such as 
additional assistance by teachers with 
special training and curriculum, are twice 
as expensive to educate. Most school 
districts spend $1,800 to $3,400 per child, 
per year on students who need 
remediation. This catch-up growth is very 
expensive and historically unsuccessful 
because children who are behind must 
achieve their normal year of growth plus 
another year of growth to catch up by 
even a single level.
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Problem Starts at Home
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Why your country ?



READING

AT HOME

STARTS

S O L U T I O N

BUILD A NATION OF 

READERS



READING STARTS AT HOME
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Solution

Families, schools and communities all have a role to play to ensure 
every child receives the lifelong advantages of literacy and early learning 
before an achievement gap is created.

Children need to enter school with basic reading, math, social and 
emotional skills. From birth to age 5, when a child’s brain develops 
rapidly, is the time to build the foundation of cognitive abilities and 
character. These early skills are necessary for success in school, health, 
career and life.
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Light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

According to research fostering 
essential reading and math skills is up to 
10 times less expensive from birth to 
age 5, than from kindergarten to fifth 
grade. By allocating a fraction of their 
remediation budgets, schools and 
communities can significantly narrow the 
readiness-gap in a positive, proactive 
way. The short-term costs are more than 
offset by the immediate and long-term 
benefits through reduction in the need 
for special education and remediation.
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READING STARTS AT HOME
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Parents

Children



ROLE MODELS



Be a Reading Role Model
If you want your child to be a good reader, be one yourself!

Your child walks like you, talks like you, absorbs everything you 
do. So set the right example when it comes to reading.



PARENTS AND CHILDREN AT HOME
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PARTNERSHIPS
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Children

Parents

Teachers



PARENTS AND SCHOOLS
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READING CHAMPIONS ARE YOUR STUDENTS
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AUTHORS WRITERS POETS INFLUENCERS
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Role Models 
Reading Champions
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FIND READING 
CHAMPIONS
AT HOME

AT SCHOOL / UNIVERSITY

AT WORK

IN THE COMMUNITY
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ARE YOU A READING CHAMPION / ROLE MODEL?
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How to get started?
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SWOT
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FIND GOVT 
PROJECTS
INITIATIVES

CAMPAIGNS

POLICIES

LAWS

VISIONS

MISSIONS

COMPETITIONS

AWARDS

35



36



NATIONAL LAW OF READING 2016 UAE
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WHAT 
INITIATIVES/PROJECTS 

EXIST IN YOUR CONTEXT?



SCHOOL YEAR OF READING
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PARTNERSHIPS YEAR OF READING CAMPAIGN
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A CITY READS
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CITIES IN UK 
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COUNTRIES NYR
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NYR CROATIA 2021 & UAE 2016
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LAUNCH A CAMPAIGN, 
CREATE A SOCIAL ENTERPRISE, 
ORGANIZE READING ROADSHOWS,
HOLD COMPETITIONS OR AWARDS,
CREATE A CULTURE OF READING,
BUILD A NATION OF READERS,
HAVE A VISION. CREATE. PUBLISH.
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Classroom

Library

Playground

Hall

Competitions

Whole School

Creating a Reading Culture at School



READING ROADSHOW LAUNCH 
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HOW THE READING ROADSHOW GREW
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BECOME A WLF AMBASSADOR OR CREATE ONE
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JOIN LITERACY OR READING ORGS

• BECOME A VOLUNTEER

• MENTOR

• READING CHAMPION

• AMBASSADOR

• REPRESENTARIVE

• LEADER

• HOST

• FUNDER

• SUPPORTER

• DONOR

• PROMOTER
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START A GROUP OR CLUB OR SIG OR MEET UP
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WORK WITH LIBRARIES & COMMUNITIES
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WHERE

ON RADIO / TV

ON THE INTERNET

SOCIAL MEDIA

WITH A STALL

IN A SHOP

IN WORKSHOPS / TALKS

CONFERENCES

WEBINARS

YOUTUBE
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BUSINESS MODEL: CHARITY, TRUST OR FOUNDATION



IDENTITY ALL THE STAKEHOLDERS
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HOW



BUILD A TEAM

FIND

• ADVISORS

• LEADERS

• AMBASSADORS

• MENTORS

• SPONSORS

• PATRONS

• FUNDERS
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Team

• Tom (Liaise) 

• Jancis (BC)

• Yvette (EAFL)

• Charlotte (AQF)

• READ SIG (TESOL 
Arabia)

• Karen Ryan 
(GEMS)

• Maitha Al Khayat 
((Khalimat)

• Helen Emery 
(IATEFL)

Board

• Rob Waring (ERF)

• One Other (ERF)

• Isobel Abouhoul 
(EAFL)

• Alex McNab 
(Author)

• Nick Cochrane 
Dyet (BP)

• Sheika Bodour Al 
Qasimi (Patron)

• Mohammed 
Farah 

• Renad Qubbaj 
(Tammer 
Institute)

Leaders

• Mr X (Oman)

• Mrs Y (Qatar)

• Camille Bondi 
(Kuwait)

• Mrs Z (KSA)

• Mr A (Iran)

• Miss B(Barain)

Advisors

• Melanie (TESOL 
Arabia)

• Ada Lanzaro 
(Pearson)

• Julie Till (OUP)

• Julian (CUP)

• x (Macmillan)

• Peter Holly 
(Garnet)

• xxx (Cengage)

• Brandy Scott 
(Radio)

• XXX KHDA

• ZZZ (ADEC)

• Clair Hattle (IH)

• Christina Gitsaki 
(HCT)



FIND RESOURCES IN BOTH LANGUAGES
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WHERE DO YOU FIND RESOURCES?
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Links to literacy / ER
https://fcbg.org.uk/readingliteracy-organizations/
http://www.schoolslinks.co.uk/links_literacy.htm
https://thereadingtub.org/literacy/resources/literacy-links-for-educators/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/
https://ukla.org/about/useful-links/
https://www.readtomeday.com/literacy-organisations
https://worldliteracyfoundation.org/
https://www.publishers.org.uk/about-publishing/reading-for-pleasure/
https://www.listening-books.org.uk/library
https://ounews.co/education-languages-health/education/ou-joins-forces-with-organisations-
from-across-publishing-books-and-education-to-raise-awareness-of-shared-reading/
Get in touch: thomas.leseelleur@kfupm.edu.sa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGOZYiI4Zvg&t=91s
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